THE STJMMEE OF 1888                 363
weather has been different: not exactly better, but with good, if brief, interludes. There were days of severe winter, with icy winds; even now the country looks very wintry, owing to the quantity of snow. But yesterday and the day before, the highest earthly and Engadinish perfection! "
The weather now began to improve, and he also had pleasant company. In the summer of 1888 my brother lived a comparatively social life. He saw a good deal of Fraulein von Salis, who in her little book Philosopher and Nobleman has many interesting things to tell of this summer. He speaks very well of other acquaintances, too : "I greatly enjoy the society of the Berlin Professor Kaftan and his wife. They are old B&le acquiantances of mine, staying here for the first time." There were other German professors, too, with whom he had pleasant relations.
As the summer went on, he was seized with, a veritable frenzy of creative energy. He seems to have spent some particularly fine days in revising the Dionysos Dithyrambs. They received their final form, and incidentally a new title : " Songs of Zarathustra, which he sang to himself, to make his last solitude endurable."
Other work was in preparation. On September 7th he writes to the publishing firm of C. G. Naumann :
" This time I will give you a surprise. You think, no doubt, that there is no more printing to be done; but lo and behold! here I am forwarding to you the most clearly-written MS. that I have ever sent you. The book is one which in get-up is to be a twin to The Case of Wagner. Its title is Leisure Hows of a Philosopher.1 I must have it brought out now, because at the end of next year we shall probably be taken up with the printing of my chief work, The Witt to Power. As the latter is very serious and severe in tone, I cannot follow it up with anything in a light vein. Nor, on the other hand, do I want it to follow immediately upon the satirical diatribe against Wagner.
" The present treatise, which is of no great length or scope,
1 Afterwards changed to Twilight of the Idols.